
"Society in every state is a blessing, but 
government, even in its best state, is but a 
necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one; 
for when we suffer or are exposed to the same 
miseries by a government, which we might expect in 
a country without government, our calamity is 
heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means 
by which we suffer." - Thomas Paine, Common 
Sense 1776  
 
"It has been said that all Government is an evil. It 
would be more proper to say that the necessity of 
any Government is a misfortune. This necessity 
however exists; and the problem to be solved is, not 
what form of Government is perfect, but which of the 
forms is least imperfect." - James Madison, to an 
unidentified correspondent 1833  
 
"Why has government been instituted at all? 
Because the passions of men will not conform to the 
dictates of reason and justice without constraint." - 
Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No. 15  
 
"Government is instituted for the common good; for 
the protection, safety, prosperity, and happiness of 
the people; and not for profit, honor, or private 
interest of any one man, family, or class of men; 
therefore, the people alone have an incontestable, 



unalienable, and indefeasible right to institute 
government; and to reform, alter, or totally change 
the same, when their protection, safety, prosperity, 
and happiness require it." - John Adams, Thoughts 
on Government 1776  
 
"If men were angels, no government would be 
necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither 
external nor internal controls on government would 
be necessary. In framing a government which is to 
be administered by men over men, the great 
difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the 
government to control the governed; and in the next 
place, oblige it to control itself." - James Madison, 
Federalist No. 51 February 8, 1788  
 
"[A] wise and frugal government...shall restrain men 
from injuring one another, shall leave them 
otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of 
industry and improvement, and shall not take from 
the mouth of labor the bread it has earned. This is 
the sum of good government." - Thomas Jefferson, 
First Inaugural Address March 4, 1801   

 


