
The Natural Man

He is born into the human family and lives in his natural state without being a child of God (John 3:1-8;
Galatians 3:26; 1 John 2:22-23; 1 John 3:9-10; 1 John 4:3; 1 John 1:7). He does not have the Holy 
Spirit of God in Him and lives his life driven by three human motivators: the lust of the flesh, lust of 
the eyes, and pride (1 John 2:15-17). He is unable to know, much less understand the deep things of 
God, because He does not have the Spirit of God in Him that gives Him Spiritual wisdom. Therefore, 
He considers Spiritually Godly things to be foolishness and rejects God and His Word, which results in 
His destruction and rejection by God from having eternal life with God (Romans 1:18-32; 1 
Corinthians 2:11, 14; James 1:23-24; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16; 1 Peter 2:9-17; Revelation 14:9-10).

The Spiritual Man

 He is one that is born again into God's family and lives in a Spiritual state. Unlike the natural man, he 
does have the Holy Spirit in him, Whom he received at the moment of salvation when he trusted Christ 
as his Savior. He is born again as a child of God by his faith in Christ (Galatians 3:26). He is able to 
know the deep things of God because the Holy Spirit has revealed them to Him (Isaiah 11:2; Daniel 
2:19-23; 1 Corinthians 2:4, 9-11; Ephesians 1:15-22). Because he has the Spirit of God in him, he has a
new nature that is not driven by the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and pride (Romans 5:5-9; 2 
Corinthians 5:16-19; Galatians 6:15). Because He is born again by trusting Christ as His Savior, He 
will be saved from God's wrath to spend an eternity with God (Psalms 2:2; Romans 1:18; Romans 5:9; 
Ephesians 5:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16).

The Carnal Man

He is one that is born again into God's family, but lives and behaves as a man in a natural state living 
according to his carnal or fleshly desires. Instead of following the leading of the Holy Spirit, he 
chooses to allow the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and pride tempt him, which produces ungodly 
works and the inability to grow in Spiritual maturity and discernment (Romans 7:14-25; 1 Corinthians 
3:1-14). Only by immersing himself in the Word of God and putting off the works of the flesh can he 
abstain from his fleshly lusts and live a life that is pleasing to God and serves as a glorification of God 
before unbelievers (1 Peter 2:11-12). Sadly, the carnal man often claims he is a Christian, but 
demonstrates to the world that Christians are no different than anyone else.


