Which brings us to "other high Crimes and Misdemeanors." As constitutional
lawyer Ann Coulter correctly notes in her book, High Crimes and Misdemeanors --The Case Against Bill Clinton(Regnery Publishing, 1998): "The derivation of the
phrase 'high crimes and misdemeanors' has nothing to do with crimes in English
common law for which public servants could be impeached," but had much to do with
dishonorable conduct or a breach in the public trust.
Indeed, in his influential Commentaries on the Constitution, Supreme Court Justice
Joseph Story (1811-1845; the intellectual mate of Chief Justice John Marshall)
explained: "The offenses to which the remedy of impeachment has been and will
continue to be principally applied are of a political nature...[W]hat are aptly termed
political offenses, growing out of personal misconduct, or gross neglect, or
usurpation, or habitual disregard of the public interests."
James Madison explained the requirement for impeachment during the debates of the
Constitutional Convention of 1787: "[S]ome provision should be made for defending
the community against the incapacity, negligence, or perfidy of the chief magistrate.
He might pervert his administration into a scheme of peculation or oppression. He
might betray his trust to foreign powers."
Alexander Hamilton explained in The Federalist Papers (No. 65) that impeachment of
the president should take place for "offenses which proceed from the misconduct of
public men, or in other words, from the abuse or violation of some public trust. They
are of a nature which may with peculiar propriety be denominated political, as they
relate chiefly to injuries done immediately to society itself."
And, in The Federalist Papers (No. 70), Hamilton further explained: "Men in public
trust will much oftener act in such a manner as to render them unworthy of being any
longer trusted, than in such a manner as to make them obnoxious (subject) to legal
punishment."
In short, one of the aims of the constitution was to ensure that virtuous men would
become the nation's leaders, and impeachment was merely the remedy for those public
servants whose misconduct resulted in betrayal of the public trust:

